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religious institution or to a research center to

find a cure for a disease.

As a member of a family which has been in the
meat business for three generations, animal
sacrifices also meant that every night was steak

night!

I would like to thank all my friends and
family who have come to share this great
experience with me. I want to especially thank
all .the out-of-towners for coming in to help me
celebrate my Bar Mitzvah. And my entire family
appreciates all the help given by so many friends
- who baked, decorated, helped with invitations,
centerpieces, phoning, and serving today’s

luncheon.
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Todah also to the Rabbi, Mrs. Pollack and my
teachers for helping me learn about Judaism.
Cantor, thank you for teaching me all that I have

learned for my Bar Mitzvah day. I am sure it was

not easy dealing with another Block.

I am so lucky to have so many grandparents
with me today. Nanny and Poppa, you are both
always so much fun, especially on the trips we
have taken together, but I also love it just being
with you for no special occasion. 32Zeda, I always
love just spending time with you and talking.
Your jokes and stories are verv entertaining. I
am sorry that Granny is not here, but I know she
would have loved seeing me become a Bar Mitzvah.
Nanny Goldie is not feeling up to being here, but

I know she is very proud of me.
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Adam, thanks for gll the advice you have given
me for my Bar Mitzvah - even though it was
useless. Jordan, thanks for leaviné me alone
vwhile I studied my haftorah and prayers - and I’d

like you to keep it that way.

Mom, thanks for schlepping me to my Bar
Iﬁtgvah practices, making sure I always studied,
and making all the preparations to make thi; day
possible. Dad, thank you for going over my
haftorah and blessings with me, making sure I got

it all right. I love you both.

I am very happy that all of you came to my Bar

Mitzvah today. Todah rabah.
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Bar Mitzvah Speech
Brian Israel Block
March 23, 1996

Good shabbos.

This week we read the Torah portion, Vayikra,
which deals with the offerings the Jews made to
ask forgiveness for their sins, to thank Hashem
for something good, or Jjust to raise their

spiritual level.

The offerings were made at the Tabernacle
while the Jews were wandering in the desert.
Later, when the Temple was built, offerings were
made there. The offerings involved taking an
animal, or something baked from flour, and giving

it to a priest. If the offering was an animal,
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the priest would slaughter it and offer it to
Hashem by setting it in the flames on the altar.
If the offering was made of flour, it would have
been already made into bread, and would have also
been placed in the flames on the altar by the

priest.

Rabbi Nachmanides explained that the Hebrew
word for sacrifice, korban, comes from a root word
meaning “to draw near”. He said that this implied
that a sacrifice is a way Hashem has of drawing us

near to Him.

But how was an ordinary Israelite supposed to
approach Hashem? Moses approached Hashem often,
because Hashem spoke to him. Aaron and the other
priests got to approach Hashem during services in
the 'i‘abernacle. As Rabbi Nachmanides explained,
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the ordinary Israelite was able to approach Hashem

by offering sacrifices.

Why did Hashem choose sacrifices as a way of
approaching Him? Good question! " Rabbi Maimonides
explained that when the Children of Israel lived
in Egypt, they prayed to idols, made sacrifices to
them and burned incense for them. Hashem told
them that they would no longer worship other gods, A
but that they would worship Hashem the same way
that they had worshipped the idols. Hashem had
the Jews do this so that they would not feel they
were giving up something they were used to. So,
they were substituting the worship of Hashem for
the worship of the idols. This may make more
sense when we remember that, shortly before Hashem
gave the commandments about sacrifices, the

Israelites had worshipped the Golden Calf.
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After a while, the people forgot why they
brought the sacrifices. The prophets Jeremiah and
Isaiah didn’t 1like the fact that Jews were
bringing sacrifices just for the sake of
sacrificing. The prophets thought that the people
should remember that the sacrifices were made to
worship Hashem. In fact, some pecple still
worshipped idols, and the# later Dbrought
sacrifices to Hashem at the Temple. They must not

have gotten the point.

When the Second Temple was destroyed by the
Romans in the year 70, one of the leading rabbis
in Israel was Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai. One day
he and his disciple Rabbi Joshua walked past the
site of the destroyed Temple. Rabbi J;oshua began
to cry, and said, “Woe to us —- the place that has
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brought forgiveness for the sins of the Jews has
been destroyed.” But Rabbi Yochanan told him not
to be.sad, that Hashem had provided the Jews with
another way to seek forgiveness from their sins.

That was by doing acts of lovingkindness.

Acts of 1lovingkindness are different than
sacrifices, because sacrifices are directed to
Hashem, whiie acts of lovingkindness are directed
to other people. By doing acts of lovingkindness,

we sanctify Hashem’s name and are closer to him.

In an act of lovingkindness, you might spend
some of your free time for the benefit of another.
In my family, for instance, my little brother and
I would stop playing video games and help clean
the table or the ldish'as without being asked, or
my big brother would cook dinner just to help out
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around the house.

Other examples of acts of lovingkindness would
be giving blood to save a person’s life, donating
clothes to a clothing drive or putting food into
the red barrels at the grocery. As an act of
lovingkindness and tzedakah, I will be donating a
portion of my Bar Mitzvah money to the new
Children’s Pavilion at the Hadassah Hospital in

Jerusalem.

Sacrifices were é.lso made to ask for
forgiveness for a sin that one had committed. Of
course, we must also apologize and try to make up
for any harm we have done. In this day and age,
since we- don’t burn animals to ashes, we might

' sacrifice something else. Usually, we would make

a contribution to - the synagogue or another
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